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Parents’ Newsletter 

January/February 2017 
 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
A belated Happy New Year.  The new term is now well underway.  Although January has passed without 
significant issue with adverse weather, please keep the key advice / contact details to hand as we move 
through February. 
 

 0800 telephone information service (0800 564 2272, school pin 042700). 

 MFR regular news bulletins 

 Highland Council: 
website – www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures 
Facebook – www.facebook.com/highlandcouncil 
Twitter – twitter.com/HighlandCouncil 

 

Senior Phase (S4-S6) 
The majority of prelim exams are complete with results being issued to pupils.  This is an ideal time for our 
senior pupils to take stock of progress and areas for development between now and the SQA exams in May.  
With only eight weeks until the Easter holidays, pupils need to maximise their time in class as well as take 
every opportunity for additional study. 
 
Scholar is a useful support for many subject areas.  Pupils can access materials online.  Details are on the 
school website. 
 

Staffing 
Interviews are currently underway to fill our vacancies in Art and Design (part time post) and English (full 
time). 
 

Pupil Council  
Our Pupil Council are going from strength to strength with over 50 pupils across S1-S6 meeting regularly to 
look at aspects of school improvement.  This has included meeting with the Senior Management team before 
Christmas to discuss projects they would like to get up and running (details noted below).  A few 
representatives also presented to the Parent Council this week.  Pupils Logan Anderson S1, Molly Watt S2 
and Tom McGillivray S2 spoke very confidently about their work and project plans underway.  They also took 
questions from the parents.  The pupils were excellent examples of confident individuals and responsible 
citizens.  Well done.  We look forward to hearing more about the work of the Pupil Council.  The group 
feedback to the wider pupil group through assemblies, the daily bulletin and their noticeboard but are also 
considering online options e.g. school website. 
 

Quality Improvement Team visit (25/26 January) 
As part of our ongoing school improvement, we welcomed representatives into the school last week from the 
Highland Council Quality Improvements Team.  The team spent two days speaking with staff, pupils and 
visiting classes.  We are awaiting the draft report with the findings.  From this a formal report will be published 
and available for parents.  The initial feedback on our school developments has been positive.  The team also 
noted what a great school we have with pupils presenting as strong ambassadors of Nairn Academy. 

 

 

 



Rector: Julie Macdonald, Nairn Academy, Duncan Drive, Nairn IV12 4RD 
Tel: (01667) 453700   Fax: (01667) 453128   E-Mail: nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk 

News from across the school 

 
 
Snow sports trip 
S3 pupils, accompanied by Miss Purves and Mr Durkin, 
enjoyed a Snow Sports trip to Pila, Italy from 14

th
-22

nd
 

January. Pupils had four hours of tuition each day and then 
après ski activities laid on for them in the evenings. The trip 
was very successful (even with a 30 hour bus journey!) and 
every pupil made great progress with their snow sports.  
 
 
Library 
We were pleased to be able to support the library with some additional funding to extend the stock of senior 
fiction.  This was an area identified by the librarian staff.  On consultation with the Advanced Higher class and 
English staff, an additional £500 has been provided to extend the stock of fiction books. 

 
Skills Development Scotland (Kevin Guthrie) 
In the following months pupils will be involved in making decisions about their future.  In the Broad General 
Education phase (S1 to S3) the choices will mainly concern subjects within school.  In the Senior Phase (S4 to 
S6) options will also include college, modern apprenticeships and employment.  SDS is available in the school 
to give careers advice and support.  I am available in the Guidance Base 5 days a week to pupils in all year 
groups and am happy to help with any questions your child may have about careers and future options. 
Kevin Guthrie - kevin.guthrie@sds.co.uk 
 
Nairn Academy Pupil Council 
Pupil Council has been working on a range of issues this academic year.  The reps started the session 
surveying pupils, asking for them to highlight issues within the school that they wanted addressed.  They then 
met with Mrs MacDonald and the Depute Heads and raised the major points.  In reaction to this many of the 
concerns have been looked at, with more plans in the pipelines.  Pupil Council has also been re-branded (by 
S1/2 members) and produced a new logo.  They have held drop-in sessions at 
lunchtimes for pupils to come and have a chat with them.  Later this term they are 
planning to raise awareness of how to cope with stress by holding a ‘Stress-Less 
Week’ in school.  In addition, they are collaborating with Nairn Youth Forum to plan a 
Mental Health Awareness Week within school.  
 
Youth Development Officer 
NAIRN YOUTH FORUM meets after school in the Youth Café on Wednesdays during term time.  Currently 
they are recruiting younger member’s to pass on skills and sustain a strong youth voice in Nairn, and planning 
2 FUSION events for local young people in March.  NYF Chairperson Jamie Blair has also been delivering 
Politics Masterclasses to 3rd year pupils with support from the High Life Highland Youth Development Officer, 
Shona McDonald. 
 
NAIRN YOUTH CAFÉ is run by a team of youth workers on 2 nights a week: Wednesdays for S1 and HLH 
Young Leaders:   Fridays for S2 and above.   Young people enjoy socialising and have the opportunity to 
access and self-direct a range of activities and information in a nurtured environment.  They develop life skills, 
and enjoy trying new things. For further information contact Shona McDonald 07825116484 or 
shona.mcdonald@highlifehighland.com 
 
Congratulations to Jamie Blair S6 and Rowen Henderson S3 who have both been nominated by Nairn Youth 
Forum as Executive representatives on the Highland Youth Parliament. 

 

Parent Council 
Our thanks to the Parent Council who, along with our colleague Mrs Philip, coordinated an excellent 
career/learner pathway event in November 2016.  The evening was very well attended by S3-S6 pupils and 
parents with excellent feedback on their experience (please see the school website – 
www.nairnacademy.wordpress.com). 
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We are delighted that many of the employers who attended the evening are keen to continue their link with the 
school, for example, work experience talks to particular classes, links with specific departments.  We aim to 
have this as an annual event and if any parent would like their area of work / employer to be represented, 
please let us know (nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk). 
 
Easy fundraising 
This has been set up by the Parent Council as another simple way of adding to school funds.  Details are on 
the school website (www.nairnacademy.wordpress.com > homepage > left hand side > useful information > 
easyfundraising guide). 
 
FONA (Friends of Nairn Academy) 
Please consider joining FONA.  The annual cost is £12, in return you will be raising funds for the school and 
you may win prize money.  Download a form from the school website or contact the school and a form can be 
sent to you.  FONA raised £1500 for the school last year with only 150 members.  With 800 pupils at the 
school and approximately 500 families, it would be great to have 300 FONA members.  If we can increase the 
number of members, we can increase funds for school activities/projects. 

 

Lost property 
We continue to gather a large number of lost property items including sweatshirts, jackets, shoes and PE kit.  
We are keen that items are returned to pupils.  If pupils have lost items of clothing, please ask at reception or 
check the bag drop areas.  We are struggling to store all the lost property and will need to consider recycling 
the clothes in the summer term. 
 
Equally we do keep a stock of donated dress code items.  Thank you to parents who donate dress code which 
can be used as useful spare clothing for pupils. 
 

A plea from the local community 
We are aware that a number of pupils leave school over lunchtime to purchase their lunch.  We have had a 
few concerns recently over the dropping of litter and specifically pupils feeding the seagulls. Not only does this 
potentially add to the litter around the school and local area but it also attracts the birds which causes 
disruption and creates further mess.  We are currently working with Highland Council Waste Management 
services on raising awareness of litter and responsible disposal of rubbish.  We seek parental support to 
reinforce this message. 
 

Traffic at the front gates 
Concerns have been raised about the traffic at the front gates of the school particularly at peak times in the 
morning.  We are experiencing an increase in traffic at this time of the day which creates potential hazards 
with pupils and cyclists also in this area.  Some pupils have been reminded about wearing headphones and 
not paying full attention when crossing. We do appreciate there are school buses / taxis that need to use the 
turning circle at the front of the school but ideally we aim to reduce the risk to pupils and request parents to 
please use alternative drop off points to minimise the traffic entering the school.  We are in ongoing 
discussion with Safer Routes to School representatives about this issue including repairs to the sleeping 
policemen.  We appreciate your support with this matter. 
 

Diary dates 
Please note changes to the in-service day in the summer term.  Across all Highland schools the in-service day 
will be Thursday 4 May 2017.  This means that Monday 5 June is a normal school day / start of our new 
timetable.  We have been advised that this will be the pattern for future years i.e. the first Thursday in May will 
be the staff in-service day with pupils not attending school that day. 
 
S3 Parents’ meeting 
This is scheduled for Thursday 9 February.  Please note that the Safer Internet day information will be 
available at this time as well.  There will be a stall at reception to promote responsible use of the internet 
including social media.  There will also be information on the S3 profile which is currently underway with all S3 
pupils.  This involves pupils reflecting on their skills and achievements. 
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Important diary dates this term 
 
Mid-term holiday        Monday 20 / Tuesday 21 February 
Staff in-service (school closed to pupils)     Wednesday 22 February 
S1 Parents’ meeting        Wednesday 1 March 
Term finishes for Easter       Wednesday 5 April at 3.45pm 
Dress down day (charity)       Wednesday 5 April 
Return from Easter holidays       Monday 24 April, 8.45am 
May Day holiday        Monday 1 May 
Staff in-service (school closed to pupils other than those sitting exams) Thursday 4 May 
Study leave starts        Tuesday 2 May 
S1 reports issued        Monday 8 May 
 

 

Request 
We are due to start a Photography Masterclass with S3 pupils.  To support this class, we would appreciate 
any donations of SLR digital cameras which are no longer used at home.  If you are able to help, please 
contact the school.  All donations would be very welcome. 
 
As always, please get in touch if you would like to discuss any aspect of the school. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Julie Macdonald 
RECTOR 


