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Parents’ Newsletter 

March 2017 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

This term continues to be one of the busiest in the school calendar with SQA deadlines looming, course 

planning for next year underway, parents’ meetings, reports over and above the normal timetable. 

 

It is worth noting some of the many pupil successes and achievements this term.  We highlight these on the 

school Blog, Facebook and our Star Achiever board at reception. 

 

 Ruby Dunkley S4 selected for Scottish Schools Athletics championships in Fife. 
 

 Ben Barron S1 selected for U13 squash Scotland team. 
 

 UKMT Maths Challenge.  Our team of 4 pupils - Molly Weir S1, Breagha Mackintosh S1, Angus Baker S2 

and William Hodi S2 were the overall winners in the regional heats in Aberdeen.  They now compete in the 

final in London in June 2017. 
 

 Congratulations to Holly Brown S5 who has been successful in her application to the Scottish Space 

School 2017.  We look forward to hearing back from Holly after this fantastic experience in the summer. 

 

It is always great to hear from former pupils once they have left Nairn Academy to hear about their studies, 

travels and future plans.  Caitlin Sherret left school last year.  She was part of our S6 leadership as well as 

part of the winning team at the Law Society debate where she won the title at the Scottish Parliament. 

 

Caitlin has managed to squeeze in time in her University studies to write and direct a play which will be 

performed at the Edinburgh Fringe this summer.  The show entitled ‘The Amazing Clinic of Armour and 

Smith’ is showing at The Space @ Venue 45 on Jeffries Street in Edinburgh on 11
th
 and 12

th
 August at 

3.15pm each day.  Tickets are now on sale (www.tickets.edfringe.com).  We wish Caitlin every success for 

the show. 

 

Adam Porteous is also a former pupil (Head Boy).  He left two years ago and is now studying Engineering at 

Strathclyde University.  Adam is supporting the children’s charity Childreach International and through the 

charity plans to climb Mount Kilimanjaro in August.  A fundraising ceilidh is planned for Friday 7 April in Nairn 

Community Centre.  Tickets are £12.50 and available from the Community Centre.  We look forward to 

hearing how the trip goes.  A copy of his ceilidh poster is on the school Blog. 

 

Pupil Leadership 

We continue to look at ways to develop leadership opportunities for pupils.  There have been some great 

examples this term: 
 

 Assemblies – pupils have led assemblies recently on the following topics:  

 Safer internet/responsible use of technology 

 Pupil Council – stress less awareness week  

 Autism awareness 
 

 Pupil focus groups had identified the need to provide stress management support.  This week we have 

had themed days to raise awareness on sleep, eating well, exercise/activity and being organised.  There 

have been positive messages with helpful tips and advice displayed around the school as well as a 

selection of advice/information stalls in the HOB at lunchtime on Thursday.  The feedback has been very 

positive.  This is a great example of pupil led projects offering peer support. 
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Rock Challenge 

The final preparations are underway for what promises to be a fantastic performance by the Nairn Academy 

Rock Challenge team.  To the theme of ‘The Great Gatsby’ over 70 pupils have been rehearsing all year to 

put together a dance routine which they will perform on stage at Eden Court on Monday 3 April.  Pupils have 

been involved in set production, costume, music, make up, dance routines and performance.  I know there 

are a large number of staff, pupils and parents who will be cheering on ‘Team Nairn’ in the audience on 3 

April. 

 

Pupil Activities day 

Following feedback and requests from pupils, parents and staff, a whole school activities day is planned for 

Thursday 29 June 2017.  Pupils received a booklet with a range of activity options (a copy is also on the 

school Blog).  The activities include sport, music, art, cooking, outdoor activities and some overnight options.  

There are a number of free activities.  Pupils are asked to make their preferred options and return the slip to 

school as soon as possible.  If you would like to discuss the payment for the activities, please contact 

Guidance.  We will aim to match preferences as best we can.  In order to run such a programme for all S1-S5 

pupils we will require additional support from parents.  If you are able to help on the day (29 June) this would 

be much appreciated.  We are happy to allocate parent helpers to activities of their choice. 

 

News from our partners 

 

Skills Development Scotland 

 

Opportunities for Leavers 

  

Hopefully all pupils who are leaving school in the summer will be moving onto a positive destination whether 

this is university, college, training or employment.  If people are still looking for something they may find the 

following websites useful. 

 

For applications to Inverness College www.inverness.uhi.ac.uk to Moray College www.moray.uhi.ac.uk 

 

For general information about current employment and apprenticeship vacancies:  hi-hope.org. 

If anyone has any general careers questions or wants advice please contact me at the school at 

kevin.guthrie@sds.co.uk. 

 

News from our Youth Development Officer – Shona McDonald 

 

This term the High Life Highland YDO supported Head Boy Jamie 

Blair to deliver a second series of masterclasses to S3 pupils in 

partnership with Nairn Academy.   

 

The group review provided very positive feedback and Nairn Youth 

Forum membership got a boost with new members.  Jamie has 

also started work at Nairn Youth Café as a much valued Assistant 

Youth Worker. 

 

SQA Exams 

The exam diet starts on Tuesday 2 May. 

 

Pupils will receive their personalised timetable soon after our return after the Easter holidays.  The period of 

study leave, as agreed by Highland Council, runs from 2 May to 2 June.  The number of SQA exams will 

determine the period of study leave for seniors.  Pupils will be advised of this. 

 

As in previous years, pupils are welcome to access school facilities during study leave for support / private 

study.  Pupils are reminded that they must sign in/out at reception if they are in for study and full dress code 

is required for study and exams. 

 

Pupils and parents can access a range of SQA support information on the SQA website (www.sqa.org.uk). 

Pupils have been issued with booklets ‘Your Coursework’ and ‘Your Exams’ which provide useful advice.  

http://www.inverness.uhi.ac.uk/
http://www.moray.uhi.ac.uk/
mailto:kevin.guthrie@sds.co.uk
http://www.sqa.org.uk/
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Staffing 

We welcome Mr Allison who joins us into the English department on 3 April.  We are also delighted to note a 

successful appointment into the Technology department.  Ms Liza Anderson is due to start with us in August.  

Our thanks to Mr Whiteley who has committed to stay with us through the summer term to ensure 

Technology classes have a specialist teacher. 

 

Diary dates 

Dress down day    Wednesday 5 April 

School closes for Easter   Wednesday 5 April at 3.45pm 

May Day holiday (school closed)  Monday 1 May 

Start of study leave    Tuesday 2 May 

In-service day (school closed to pupils) Thursday 4 May 

S1 outdoor learning experience (1 day) Week beginning 22 May 

Dress down day    Friday 2 June 

Sport activities    Friday 2 June 

New timetable     Monday 5 June 

 

What’s on? 

We produce a daily register notice for pupils.  This is read out at registration/assemblies.  It includes 

important information on activities, clubs, career opportunities, study classes, charity fundraising etc…  

 

Please go to the school website to access recent copies of the pupil notices.  

www.nairnacademy.wordpress.com > home page > information for pupils > drop down menu > daily register 

notices. 

 

Free school meals / assistance with clothing 

Please see the link below.  This provides details of potential support for families.  This can be a useful 

additional support.  The information is kept confidential and in the case of school meals, a pupil’s cashless 

catering account is topped up each day.  If we can be of any assistance to access the link or help process an 

application, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

www.highland.gov.uk > education and learning > schools > schools- grants and benefits 

 

Contacting the school 

Please note there are several ways to contact the school.  If you phone reception, staff will take a message 

for teachers to call you back.  Please note that Guidance and senior staff are now more class committed so 

not immediately available.  Office staff will take a message and colleagues will get back to you as soon as 

possible.  Out with school hours, we do have an answer machine plus parents are also welcome to email us 

– nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk. Please ensure that you mark who the letter/email is for i.e. the name of 

the member of staff/pupil name/class. 

 

Lost property 

With a few days until the end of this term, can we please ask that all belongings are collected and taken 

home.  There is an increasing number of jackets, bags, trainers etc. left in school each day.  Al l left over 

items will be collected and passed to charity as we have no facility to store items.  Please encourage pupils 

to check the concourse areas and take all belongings home this week.  Pupils are also reminded that lockers 

are available to store personal belongings securely.  Items left in the concourse cannot be secured. 

 

Sending our best wishes to pupils and families for an enjoyable spring break. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Julie Macdonald 

RECTOR 

http://www.nairnacademy.wordpress.com/
mailto:nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk

