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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
With only six weeks of this school year left, as always there remains a lot to fit in before our summer break.  
The SQA exams are well underway.  Study facilities are available in school to support pupils as well as staff 
making themselves available.  The new timetable starts on Monday 5 June 2017. 
 

Textbooks 
A plea to all seniors (both leavers and those returning to S5 and S6) please ensure all school resources are 
returned.  We need to maximise our scarce resources and ensure we have all textbooks back for the start of 
the new timetable.  Please hand them in directly to the departments or leave at reception.  Thank you for your 
support and helping colleagues to have resources in place for new classes. 
 

Lost Property 
Over the course of the year we have acquired a number of jackets, bags, sweatshirts, PE kit etc…  Pupils are 
asked to check the social areas and bag drops to collect any personal items.  We are making arrangements to 
recycle all items left over the holidays as we have limited storage facilities. 
 

Dress Code 
Our dress code uptake continues to be a positive feature of the school.  A reminder please with the warmer 
weather, the high standards are still required e.g. tops should have the school logo and shorts should be 
black.  We continue to link with Embroidery Designs and Highland Schoolwear as our suppliers.  Copies of 
updated order forms will be on the website soon with paper copies at reception. 
 
Our current S3 pupils should note as they move into S4 and the senior phase, their dress code consists of a 
shirt/blouse with the school tie (for August 2017).  We have a limited number of school ties available to 
purchase in school. 
 

Staffing Updates 
Our current vacancies with recruitment process underway: 
FPT Biology / Chemistry 
Depute Head Teacher 
Additional Support Needs Teacher 
 

Attendance and Time Keeping 
We continue to monitor pupil attendance and punctuality.  Clearly pupil attainment and achievement is greater 
with maximum attendance at school.  Please continue to inform us (letter, email or phone) if your 
son/daughter has an appointment out of school. 
 
In relation to time keeping, we do see frequent issues of late coming particularly first thing in the day.  We 
believe punctuality is a key life skill for all pupils and essential to maximise learning.  We will be speaking to 
S1-S3 pupils about this expectation and interventions for pupils who are repeatedly late for school without due 
cause.  Parents will be alerted if there is a pattern developing.  We are keen to work together to ensure 
attendance and punctuality are maximised. 
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Former Pupils 
We are always delighted to hear from former pupils.  We recently welcomed former Depute Head Boy Finlay 
Allmond who was in school sharing with pupils his experiences from volunteering in Italy ahead of starting 
University in the autumn. 
 
We are also delighted to highlight an event organised by Caitlin Sherret who left S6 last year.  Caitlin has 
written/directed a play which is on show as part of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.  Entitled ‘The Amazing Clinic 
of Armour and Smith’ it is showing at TheSpace@venue45 on Jeffries Street in Edinburgh on 11/12 August.  
Tickets are on sale now at http://tickets.edfringe.com 
 
The show is a comedy and Caitlin notes it “centres on the age old challenge of fixing broken hearts.” 
 

Fundraising ~ #Team Hamish💙 

As part of our support for #TeamHamish💙, Nairn Academy Technology and Art departments will be working 

with P1-P7 pupils in Rosebank Primary, to help create a rainbow archway for the upcoming fun run and road 
race. The run will take place on the High Street at 2.15pm, on the 11th June, and we would encourage you to 
help support the event in any way you can.  This is a wonderful opportunity for pupils and staff to work 

together and to help support the #TeamHamish💙 project to develop a special family area in Nairn, which will 

be a lasting legacy for Hamish. Please visit http://teamhamish.org/ for more information.  

 

Equality Forum 
Nairn Academy have this year started up an Equality Forum including both staff and pupils to champion the 
rights of all pupils regardless of gender, disability, religion, race or sexual identity. The group is growing in 
numbers each week and pupils are a driving force for change.   
 
The Equality Forum are currently working towards attaining their Bronze LGBT charter award with the support 
of LGBT Youth Scotland. This award recognises inclusive policy and practice alongside support for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and promotes best practice in terms of equality. Pupils and staff are 
working hard to create resources, review policy, survey pupils and address areas for improvement identified 
as well as recognising the strengths in our current practice.  
 
According to UK-wide research more than half (55 
per cent) of lesbian, gay and bi pupils have 
experienced direct bullying. Almost all (99 per 
cent) gay young people hear the phrases ‘that’s 
so gay’ or ‘you’re so gay’ in school and 96 per 
cent of gay pupils hear homophobic language. 
Nairn Academy are committed to inclusive 
education as ‘Together we will succeed.’ 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved please 
see Miss Gibson. Additionally, if any parents 
would like to get involved or have any questions 
please contact hannah.gibson@highland.gov.uk. 
  

 

Junior Maths challenge 
Huge congratulations to our S1/2 team who took part in the UKMT Team Maths Challenge and won the 
regional heat.  The pupils: Angus Baker and William Hodi (S2) and Breagha Mackintosh and Molly Weir (S1) 
are now working hard in preparation for their trip to the final in London next month.  We wish them well. 
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Pupil Equity Funding (P.E.F.) 
One item discussed recently at a Parent Council meeting was the Scottish Government Pupil Equity Funding 
for schools across Scotland.  From April 2017 money will be provided directly to schools with a focus on 
closing the attainment gap i.e. helping to remove the barriers for some pupils to maximise their learning.  The 
allocations to schools are based on S1-S3 pupils eligible and registered for free school meals.  It is therefore 
important that all those eligible do register to enable these funds to be accessed. 
 
As staff discuss how we may utilise our funding to benefit pupils, we welcome the views of parents on your 
ideas – what would make the difference for our young people?  The sheet attached can be completed and 
returned to the school with your ideas.  Alternatively please email the school nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk 
with the title of the email PEF ideas.  Pupil Council are also involved in this consultation process.  We will 
update on the outcome of the consultation and plans for next session. 
 

Diary dates 
Some important changes to note this term: 
The summer term in-service day took place on 4 May therefore Monday 5 June is a normal school day where 
pupils are due in school (it is the first day of the new timetable).  We are not affected by the General Election 
on 8 June where the school is open as normal. 
 
We have just received confirmation of the inset dates for next year.  Please note the September dates have 
moved to a Monday/Tuesday i.e. 18

th
 and 19

th
 September 2017.  We will include these details on the school 

calendar for next session which is just being finalised.  This will then be available on the school website (paper 
copies at reception). 
 

Key Dates for this term 

 
Dress down day / sport activities  Friday 2 June 
New timetable starts    Monday 5 June 
P7 visits     Monday 19 – Wednesday 21 June 
P7 Parents’ meeting / P7/S1 disco  Monday 19 June, 7pm 
Celebration of Sport ceremony  Thursday 22 June, 7pm 
Annual awards ceremony   Tuesday 27 June, 7pm 
Whole school activities day   Thursday 29 June 
End of term, 12.35pm    Friday 30 June 
 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Julie Macdonald 
RECTOR 
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Pupil Equity Fund (PEF) - What do you think? 

What would help our children make progress?  

We would love to know your thoughts.  As a family, please share ideas about what supports 

you think would help children to achieve and will improve attainment in our school.   

What will make a difference for them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been allocated money from the Scottish Government, called Pupil Equity Fund.  This money is to help close the attainment gap and to help our children 

achieve their best.  We are looking for your views on how we do this. 

http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/scottish-government-announce-pupil-equity-funding 

http://news.gov.scot/news/pupil-equity-funding 

“Fair isn’t everyone getting the same thing.  Fair is everyone getting what they need in order to be successful.” 
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