
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
Parents’ Newsletter 

September 2017 
 

 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We hope everyone had an enjoyable summer break.  With studies and new timetable well underway, we 
welcome a number of new colleagues, our new S1 pupils and also a number of pupils starting with us from 
other schools. 
 
The standard of dress code is excellent and a very positive start to the session.  Order forms are available 
from reception.  We also have a small number of ties available to purchase in school.  Local residents have 
commented favourably on the smart appearance of pupils when out and about. 
 
As we adjust to being back in school, timekeeping for the vast majority of pupils is very good.  There are 
however some regular faces each morning who are arriving late.  We expect all pupils to be in school for an 
8.45am prompt start.  We believe this is a valuable lesson for life as pupils move into employment in the future 
as well as giving a smooth and organised start to the school day. 
 
To help support pupils be prepared for their day, we have a shop at reception which is equipped with basic 
stationery.  We seek parental support to ensure pupils also have a backup copy of their timetable. 
 

Staff 
We extend a warm welcome to the following colleagues who joined us in August. 
 
Ms Anderson  Teacher of Technology 
Ms Das  Teacher of Maths 
Ms Riffort  Teacher of Modern Languages 
Ms Taylor   Teacher of PE 
Ms Bain  FPT Biology/Chemistry 
 
Ms Taylor, Mrs Delaney and Ms Ella joined the Support department.  Mrs Gunn joins us in the office. 
 
Congratulations to Miss Gibson who got married in the summer and is now Mrs Lucas (PT Guidance – Beauly 
House). 
 

Activities Day  
Our whole school activities day was relaunched in June 2017.  Despite the weather, pupils and staff had a 
fantastic day.  Feedback has been very positive and encouraging as we look at the programme for this year 
(Thursday 28 June 2018).  We aim to get options out to pupils soon to allow time for planning, bus bookings 
and deposits. 
 

SQA Results 
Well done to our senior pupils on their recent SQA successes.  There were many strong performances across 
S4-S6 with a particular highlight in S5 when we compare our results with other Highland schools.  Staff have 
worked through an initial analysis with a fuller review taking place through September when we receive more 
detailed statistics for across Scotland. 



 

School Improvement 
Each year we review progress across all aspects of the school and set an action plan for the coming year.  
Part of this audit process involves writing a Standards and Quality report.  This report summarises key 
strengths and also areas which we wish to develop further.  Details on our school improvement process is 
available on the school website www.nairnacademy.wordpress.com > homepage (under ‘useful information’ 
on the right hand side) > School Improvement Plan. 
 
In terms of our key improvement priorities, we will focus on the following developments this year: 
 

 continue to develop learning and teaching approaches 

 continue to develop tracking and monitoring of pupil progress 

 review curricular provision (literacy, numeracy, health/wellbeing, skills, Drama, Modern Studies and 
learning for sustainability) 

 developing employability skills 

 further develop interdisciplinary learning opportunities in S1-S3 

 continue to develop whole school approaches to self-evaluation for school improvement 
 
A particular focus this year, as with all schools, is on the Pupil Equity Fund.  All schools have received 
additional resource to enable them to look at possible interventions to support pupils at risk of underachieving.  
Key aspects included in this are literacy and numeracy as well as health and wellbeing supports. 
 
An essential part of this funding is the free meal entitlement for pupils.  Our allocation is based on this.  We 
would therefore encourage all families who think they might qualify, to register.  We are very happy to help 
with this.  Please contact the Guidance team to discuss. 
 
Beauly  Mrs Lucas 
Cromarty Mrs Torok 
Dornoch Ms Brodie 
Moray  Mr Munro 
 

Star Achievers 
We are always keen to hear about pupil achievements out of school to note on our Star Achiever board at 
reception.  This has in the past included achievements in sport, creative writing, volunteering, drama and 
charity work.  Please email the school or contact Guidance to let us know of wider pupil achievements which 
can add to the noticeboard. Recent additions have included: 
 
Ella Connolly  Innerleithen Enduro Cycling – won women’s race 
Calvin Foster  On stage at SSE Hydro in Glasgow during a Blink 182 concert 
Euan MacPhail Performing at Belladrum 
Megan Walker  Participating in World Championships Street Dancing 
Calum Scott  Golf achievements 
Brooke Lawrie  Open Water Swimming Competitions (Scottish Junior Lady 5km winner) 
 

Diary Dates 
A full copy of the school calendar is available on the school website.  Key dates this term: 
 

 For current S1 and S2 parents – we are hosting an event on Monday 11 September, 7.00-9.00pm with 
Tree of Knowledge.  The focus for the presentation is ‘Parental Engagement’ looking at ways that 
school and parents can work together to support learning.  We hope to see as many S1 and S2 
parents along.    

 Tree of Knowledge will also be involved in a specific session with S3 pupils during the school day on 
Tuesday 12 September.  The focus will be on developing a mind set and attitude to enable pupils to 
fulfil their potential.  Tree of Knowledge are well represented across schools and offer a motivating and 
entertaining approach to their presentations. 

 

 School in-service days – school will be closed to pupils on Monday 18 September and Tuesday 19 
September.  Pupils return on Wednesday 20 September which is the first of our fundraising dress 
down day.  Further details will be issued through assemblies/bulletins/Blog. 

 



 

 Tuesday 26 September – we invite P6 and P7 parents to join us for an informal Open Afternoon 
between 2.15pm and 3.15pm.  This is a chance for prospective parents to get an ‘early doors’ tour of 
the school, meet our S6 students and senior staff.  There are further opportunities to visit for P7 
parents in January (23

rd
).  Details will be issued via the primary schools nearer the time. 

 

 Our Parent Council AGM is due to take place in the school on Thursday 21 September 2017 at 
7.00pm.  This meeting is open to all parents.  It is a great opportunity to hear about the work of the 
Parent Council and issues they have been discussing over the last year e.g. the school building, 
curriculum and linking with the Pupil Council.  We will also update parents about the changes to 
assessment of the National 4/5 qualifications.  This is of particular importance for pupils in S4, S5 and 
S6. 
 

 Nairn’s Got Talent – preparation is already underway for the show this year.  This will take place during 
the last week of this term (week beginning 2 October). 
 

 School photos – Tempest will be in school on Monday 2 October for pupil photos. 
 

 School closes for October holidays at 12.35pm on Friday 6 October.  All pupils and staff return on 
Monday 23 October. 
 

 Advance notice > date for your diary - we have planning underway for the next Community SHINE / 
Festival of Light event due to take place on Thursday 2 November. 
 

 Parents’ meetings for this session: 
 
 S1 Monday 6 November 
 S2 Tuesday 14 November 
 S3 Thursday 8 February 

 S4-S6 Wednesday 22 November or Monday 4 December 
 

 Our Career/Learner Pathway event is due to take place on Tuesday 28 November, 6.30-8.30pm. 
 

 The Christmas Fayre planning is already underway for Thursday 7 December in the school. 
 

We look forward to a productive and successful year …. Together we will succeed. 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Julie Macdonald 
RECTOR 


