
A group of pupils from Nairn 

Academy spent last weekend in Kingussie, 

taking part in a maths event for sixth year 

students from local schools. The Highland 

Schools’ Senior Maths weekend was aimed at 

pupils studying Advanced Higher Maths and 

was organised in the hopes of inspiring the 

pupils to continue their study of maths after 

leaving school. Throughout the weekend, 

university lecturers and professionals working 

in the field of mathematics gave talks to the 

fifty students present and shared valuable 

information with them to help in their pursuits 

of further maths studies. Four pupils from 

Nairn Academy participated in the weekend 

and all returned inspired and praising the 

organisation of the weekend and the 

enthusiasm of the lecturers involved. 

 

“The weekend was great,” said Nairn 

pupil Laura Purves. “I learnt a lot about where 

maths could take me in life and we all made 

some good friends over the two days we spent 

together.” The pupils gained an insight both 

into the structure of the study of mathematics 

at university, and into areas of work that this 

foundation can lead into. “It was great to see 

the different careers that people can end up in 

after studying maths,” Mollie Patterson said, 

“and it was interesting to speak to them and 

hear about the variety of things they were 

doing.” Professionals from diverse careers 

such as engineering, physics, and actuary work 

were represented to ensure that students could 

speak to people from a wide range of areas 

within maths. 

 

Pupil, Adam Morris, found the range 

of prospective careers particularly reassuring. 

“I wasn’t sure whether maths was something I 

wanted to do for the rest of my life. I liked the 

idea of studying the subject at university but 

the variety of jobs you could do with a degree 

in mathematics seemed quite narrow.” After 

hearing what the guest speakers had to say, he 

felt far more confident that it was the right 

choice for him. “The number of options open 

to people studying maths had never really been 

clear to me but the lecturers at the Maths 

weekend made me realise that there were a lot 

of places that maths could take me.”  

 

The weekend brought a change of 

ambition for at least one of the pupils present. 

Laura Purves had previously been intent on 

applying for a career in medicine but after 

listening to the actuary speak about the passion 

he had for his career and about the 

opportunities that had been opened to him 

through it she began to reconsider her 

aspirations. “It was really inspiring to hear 

from someone who enjoyed their job so much 

and wanted to share their enthusiasm about it 

with others. I hadn’t considered a career in 

maths before but I am now hoping to study it 

at university.” She has decided to apply for 

actuarial science after being encouraged by the 

talks over the weekend.  

 

For part of the weekend the pupils had 

to complete team-building exercises to help 

them get to know each other and improve their 

problem-solving abilities. Sixth year pupil 

Danielle Duguid said, “The problem-solving 

was really good. It definitely helped with 

getting to know each other and getting us to 

work together and help each other over the 

weekend.” 

 

The weekend was a great success and 

the pupils came back to school with renewed 

motivation, full of advice from the lecturers to 

pass on to their classmates. Staff and pupils 

from Nairn Academy expressed great thanks to 

Andy Thompson of Invergordon Academy 

who organised the event; to the Institute of 

Actuaries who subsidised the weekend for the 

pupils in attendance; and to all the lecturers 

and professionals who spoke and arranged 

activities over the weekend.

 

 


