
 

 

Nairn Academy Mobile Device Policy 

As part of our ongoing evaluation of supporting positive behaviour in school and the community we have been 
reviewing our current policy with regard to the increasing use of mobile devices by pupils whilst engaged in the 
school day. 
 
Mobile devices (and headphones) have become a key part of everyday life for most children and young people 
and many adults. Mobile devices are a vital form of communication in the modern world and, given this, it 
would be unreasonable to ban pupils from taking them to school. However, schools need clear guidelines to 
address the issues raised by their presence on site and to ensure they do not hinder effective learning and 
teaching:  
 

 Their use can cause pupils and staff to be subject to bullying  

 Even when in silent mode, texts can undermine classroom discipline, distracting not only the person with the 
device, but also others  

 Mobile devices with cameras could lead to child protection and data protection issues 

 They are valuable items that may be stolen 
 
However, under the direction of the teacher, these devices could be used to support learning and teaching 
when engaging such features as:  
 

 Integrated audio, digital cameras and video recording facilities 

 Google Apps for Education 

 Electronic calendars/diaries 
 

School policy must take account of the benefits to be gained by appropriate use in school. By revising our 
approach to the use of mobile technology within the school we will be able to:  

 

 Enhance the personal safety of pupils and staff. 

 Enhance school security.  

 Recognise and endorse the right of all staff and pupils to teach and learn in an environment free from 
disruption.  

 Maximise time in class to focus on high quality learning and teaching 
 

The school will not accept responsibility or liability for loss of, or damage to, valuable items which are brought 

to school. However, we recognise that pupils - with the approval of their parents - may wish to bring mobile 

technology to school. If so, the following direction applies:  

 

 

The school recognises the importance of emerging technologies present in modern mobile devices. Teachers 
may wish to utilise this potential to aid teaching and learning and students may have the opportunity to use 
their mobile devices in the classroom.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Exceptions may be permitted in exceptional circumstances if the parent/carer specifically requests it. Such requests will be handled on a 
case-by-case basis.] 

Mobile devices should be switched off and kept out of sight during classroom lessons 

and while moving between lessons. 

On these occasions students may only use their mobile devices in the classroom when 

express permission has been given by the teacher. 

At all other times, these items must be in school bags, SWITCHED OFF (not on ‘silent’) and out of sight.  

 



 

 

RULES GOVERING USE OF MOBILE TECHNOLOGY  

 

The photographing, videoing or recording of a member of staff, other pupil or other person, without their 
permission, is unacceptable and therefore prohibited.  
 
It is also unacceptable to distribute the image or recording, to any other person by any means, eg mobile 
device, email, media representative, social networking site etc. 
 
Any pupil found to have done so will be subject to strong disciplinary action, including possible exclusion.  
 
 

Pupils who feel unwell should contact home via the staff in the medical room, and not use their mobile device. 

This allows the office staff to monitor the pupil while they wait to be collected. It also avoids pupils leaving 

school without permission. 

 

Parents should avoid contacting pupils by mobile device during the school day, but if it is necessary, this should 

be during social times or in an emergency. The pupil’s device should be switched off and a message can be left. 

 

 

 If at any point a pupil misuses their device or refuses to follow the above rules, the member of staff can 

withdraw the device. It will be stored securely at the school reception for collection by the Year Head, to be 

subsequently picked up by a parent/carer.  

 

 Failure to surrender a mobile device/electronic device will be dealt with as with any other incident where a 

pupil refuses to follow a reasonable instruction given to them by a member of staff and appropriate sanctions 

will apply. 

 

[If asked to do so, where appropriate and deemed necessary, content on the device (e.g. messages, emails, pictures, 

videos, sound files) will be shown to the Year Head.] 

 

 Where a pupil persistently breaches the expectations, following a clear warning, the Year Head may impose 

an outright ban from bringing a mobile device to school. This may be a fixed period or permanent ban and will 

involve discussions with parents/guardians. 

 

 

 Using mobile devices to bully and threaten other students or staff is unacceptable. Cyber bullying will not be 

tolerated. In some cases it can constitute criminal behaviour. If the use of technology humiliates, embarrasses 

or causes offence it is unacceptable regardless of whether ‘consent’ was given.  

Given this, the matter may also be reported to the Police if appropriate. 

Please can I ask you to speak with your child/children regarding mobile devices and emphasise the importance 

of following the Academy’s new policy as explained above. If you have any questions regarding the new policy, 

please feel free to contact the school.  

1. There must be no photographing, videoing or recording without consent. 

2. Emergency contact to and from parents and carers should be made through the school office.  

 

4. Bullying by mobile device or social networking site will be dealt with in accordance with the school’s 

Anti-Bullying policy.  

 

3. Discipline procedures will apply 


