
 

 

 

 
 

  

 
Parents’ Newsletter 

January 2018 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
A belated Happy New Year.  The new term is now well underway.  With the potential for adverse weather at 
this time of year, please refer to the Adverse Weather guidelines on the school website.  If the decision is 
made to close the school, details will be intimated as follows: 
 

 0800 telephone information service (0800 564 2272, school pin 042700).* 

 School Facebook page (plus Highland Council Facebook).* 

 Highland Council school closures website (www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures). 

 Local MFR radio also broadcasts closures from 7.30am onwards. 
 
* these are the two main ways we will communicate the information. 
 

I would like to clarify the position on Wednesday 17 January where we opted for a delayed start to the day.  
The decision to open or close is never an easy one but it does have to take in several factors including local 
current conditions, forecast for the day, school transport and staff travelling to school.  On 17 January, locally 
the weather was reasonable compared with other areas.  D and E Coaches did make the decision not to 
transport any school pupils across Highland. The delayed start allowed pupils and staff the time to get to 
school safely.  My thanks to the canteen staff who provided hot drinks and toast to pupils as they arrived 
ahead of our start for period 2 classes. 
 
As we know, February can present challenges with weather too, so please keep the contact details to hand at 
home. 
 

Senior Phase (S4-S6) 
The majority of prelim exams are complete with results being issued to pupils.  This is an ideal time for our 
senior pupils to take stock of progress and areas for development between now and the SQA exams in May.  
With just over eight weeks until the Easter holidays, pupils need to maximise their time in class as well as take 
every opportunity for additional study. 
 
Scholar is a useful support for many subject areas.  Pupils can access materials online.  Details are on the 
school website. 
 
Seniors also have the offer to join Mindfulness sessions on Wednesday lunchtimes.  These sessions are there 
to support seniors with relaxation techniques to manage stress.  
 

Staffing 
We welcome the following colleagues who joined us at the start of term. 
 
Mrs Elvines, Teacher of Modern Languages 
Mrs Stewart, Teacher of Home Economics 
Ms Gilchrist, Teacher of Modern Languages 
 
Mrs Mills, Teacher of English is due to start after the February mid-term break. 
 
Interviews also took place for our Active Schools Co-ordinator.  Andrea Mackenzie was appointed and will 
start on Wednesday 21 February.  We look forward to welcoming her to this post which works across the 
Academy and 4 Primary schools. 
 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures


We currently have two vacancies at advert (Geography and Chemistry) and hope to proceed with the 
recruitment process over the next few weeks. 
 

News from the Parent Council 
 

 FoNA – Friends of Nairn Academy 
 FoNA has been running since 2010 and has raised approximately £1000 each year for the school.  We 
 have 132 members, but we need more.  For an annual payment of £12, you can help to raise funds 
 towards school projects and you may win money from the monthly draws. 

 

 Please join, download a FoNA form from the school website, complete and return to the school 
 reception, with payment.  It is that easy! 
  

 The Parent Council are also involved in the consultation on the Scottish Government plans for 
Education Governance.  Discussion took place at their meeting on 9 January and comments have 
been calculated which will feed into the consultation which closes at the end of January.  Fuller details 
of the Governance document can be found on our Facebook page and blog 
(www.nairnacademy.wordpress.com). 

 
An additional Parent Council meeting took place on Tuesday 23 January.  The sole agenda item was 
discussion on the proposed budget plans at Highland Council. The Council have a saving of £25.8 million to 
find for April 2018. A summary was provided on the proposed areas to be affected within education. 
 
There was a discussion amongst the parents on the considerable impact these cuts will have on the 
educational experience of our young people.  A note of the discussion will be available on the school website.  
Any parent wishing to discuss any aspect of the budget situation is welcome to contact me at school 
(nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk).  The Council will agree the budget and areas affected at Committee on 15 
February. 
 

S1 NOW (Nairn One World) 
All S1 classes have been looking at the 3 Rs (reduce, re-use and recycle) as part of our S1 NOW course 
which covers many aspects of learning for sustainability.  Two classes 1B2 and 1D have been looking at 
recent news articles on plastics as part of our work.  We have discussed the issue of waste and affect on the 
environment with coffee cups, plastic cotton buds and straws.  We are looking at what we can do to help, both 
in school and in the community.  The two classes are currently looking to promote more responsible disposal 
of plastic bottles across the school.  Hopefully pupils will share their learning at home and discuss what we 
have been working on in class. 
 

Behaviour policy / pupil conduct 
As with all school policies, we continue to review and update our procedures.  Parents will be aware that we 
launched a mobile device policy before Christmas.  This was very successful with pupils supporting a stronger 
focus on learning in class with all mobile devices switched off and therefore not interrupting learning.  As with 
all new initiatives, it requires regular reminders.  We have spoken to pupils at assemblies to reinforce the 
importance of all phones off and in their bags during and in between lessons. 
 
This continues to be the position as we believe it maximises the focus for learning and teaching in class.  It 
also gives pupil ‘down time’ from their mobile devices, an issue which has been highlighted recently in the 
media as a key factor in mental health wellbeing for young people. As part of this review, we are also looking 
at our classroom procedures to support positive behaviour.  Further details on this are due in the next few 
weeks with pupils, staff, parents (including the Parent Council) involved in the engagement process. 
 

Year of Young People 2018 
This is Scotland’s first ever ‘Year of Young People’.  It is an opportunity to celebrate the personalities, talents 
and achievements across young people in Scotland.  It aims to inspire young people, value their contribution 
to communities and create new opportunities for them to ‘shine’ locally, nationally and globally. 
 
Some recent Nairn Academy pupil achievements to note: 
 

 Rock Challenge – we have over 70 pupils involved this year.  Work has been underway since the 
autumn to prepare our 8 minute production to perform on stage at Eden Court on Monday 26 March.  
Each week, supported by staff, pupils in S1-S6 have been involved in production, music, set and 

http://www.nairnacademy.wordpress.com/


costume design, choreography and performance.  Various fund raising activities have also taken 
place.  Our theme this year is ‘deforestation’ and its effects on people and their communities.  Tickets 
for the event will be on sale from Eden Court in the coming weeks. 
 

 Bryanne Ford, S6, has been nominated for an award in the Sport Scotland Scottish Sports Futures: 
Year of the Young People Award 2018 (category = Best Newcomer 2018).  This is a fantastic 
achievement and well deserved given the time and commitment Bryanne has given to sports leaders, 
specifically Twilight Basketball and Girls’ Club.  The awards ceremony takes place in Glasgow on 
Friday 26 January.   
 

Hot of the press: Bryanne won this award.  Congratulations and very well done! 
 

 Nairn Academy Equality Forum – our pupil group have been invited to present at the Northern Alliance 
Education Festival next month.  This is a fantastic opportunity to showcase all the work the group have 
done around equality and diversity awareness raising.  We wish them well as they fly the flag for Nairn 
Academy. 
 

 Calum Scott, S3, has recently returned from Morocco where he was part of the Scottish U16 Junior 
golf team.  The team came 2nd in the tournament. 
  

 Congratulations to our Film G Gaelic group (Megan Grant, Eric Ness, Eva Wiseman, Kira Nicol, Molly 
and Lucas Weir).  Their mini drama production has been shortlisted for the Most Creative category in 
the Film G competition.  Winners will be announced at the Award Ceremony in Glasgow on 9 
February. 
 

 Nairn Synchro Swimming – Bethany Thomas, S4 and Georgia Footitt, S4, qualified for the British 
Synchro Age Groups held in Gloucester in December.  The girls performed very well in the 13/14/15 
age group of almost 190 swimmers. 

  

 There was further success at the Scottish Club Championships in Dundee.  There were many 
 individual achievements as well as winning Gold in the free team event and the team won the coveted 
 Mary Black Rosebowl. 

 

 Brooke Lawrie continues to achieve in her swimming.  She was part of a relay team which broke a 
Scottish Junior record in the 4 x 200m freestyle relay. 
 

 Morven Scott, S5, was named Girls’ Club Champion at the recent Nairn District ASC prize giving. 
 

Other award winners included Brooke Lawrie, Anna Reid, Lucas Weir, Rosie Smith-Macaulay, Graeme 
Squires, Harry Jack, Scarlett Morland and Annabel Clokie. 
 

 Tristan O’Grady is representing pupil views at the Highland Youth Voice Executive meeting in 
Inverness this week. 

 

 Dance – a number of pupils achieved success at Dance exams just prior to Christmas, including Isla 
Baker who achieved a Gold distinction in grades 5 and 7.  Lauren Smith also achieved a Gold having 
only been dancing for a few years.  Chris Cowie was also successful in achieving exam certificates. 
 

Well done to all our Star Achievers, great examples to highlight Year of Young People 2018. 
 

Diary dates to note 
 

 S3 Parents’ Meeting – Thursday 8 February, 4.30-6.30pm.  Please note there will also be a drop in for 
any S2-S5 pupils who wish support in their course planning for next year. 
 

 Mid-term holiday – pupils do not attend school on Monday 19 – Wednesday 21 February (inclusive).  
Classes resume on Thursday 22 February at 8.45am. 
 

 Easter holidays start at 3.45pm on Wednesday 28 March. 
 

 Pupils and staff return after the Easter break on Monday 16 April. 
 

 May Day holiday – school is closed on Monday 7 May. 



We are always keen to get parent feedback.  Please contact Guidance colleagues regarding any pupil specific 
queries.  General school queries can be emailed (nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk) or pop along to the Head 
Teacher drop in surgeries (next one scheduled for Tuesday 6 March).  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Julie Macdonald 
RECTOR 


