
always a pleasure to 
have members of the 
local community  
visiting the school.  A 
special thanks to our 
S6 who were  
excellent  
ambassadors of the 
school and were 
praised for their 
warm welcome and 
hospitality. 
 
Thanks to all who 
attended and helped 
them raise over £300 
to support their S6 
activities.  

 Charity Work 
Our thanks to the S6 
charity team who 
organised another fun 
day of activities in 
support of Children in 
Need.  Pupils  
contributed well to 
the ‘gunge a teacher’ 
event with an overall 
total of £641 raised 
across the day. 

 Christmas Fayre (6 
December) 
We hosted another 
very successful  

As we near the end of 
2018, it is great to  
celebrate recent  
successes in the school. 

 Staff Awards 
Mr Sanderson,  
Teacher of ASN won 
Teacher of the Year 
at the recent  
Highland Heroes 
Awards. 
 
Our ASN department 
won the outstanding 
partnership award at 
the Highland Council 
Quality Awards.  This 
was for particular 
recognition for work 
with ASN pupils to 
complete their Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh 
award. 

 S6 Community Tea 
(3 December) 
Our S6 pupils hosted 
another great festive 
get together for  
members of our local 
Community.  Over 90 
guests enjoyed tea, 
baking, festive songs 
and a raffle.  It is 

Christmas Fayre this 
week - we had over 
30 stalls selling a 
range of festive gifts 
and treats.  Funds 
raised will be split 
between the school’s 
Rock Challenge entry 
and MFR Cash for 
Kids.  A massive 
thank you to our S6 
Charities Committee 
who ran the event,  
Ashers and Deans for 
the donations of 
shortbread and our 
stall holders for  
attending.  

 Sponsored Walk (5 
October 2018) 
Our total raised so 
far is £2027.  Our 
thanks to all for the 
generous donations.  
We are still grateful 
for any more sponsor 
money still to come.  
Pupils should hand 
this in to reception.  
Thank you. 

 Young Scot Unsung 
Heros Award 
We are delighted to 
note that Lily Hey S1 
was nominated for 
this award.  She was  
runner up at the 
Award Ceremony in 
Glasgow on 30  
November.  A huge 
well done to Lily for 
all her fundraising 
efforts.  Your award 
was very well  
deserved. 

Dear Parent/Career 

Special points 
of interest: 

 School closes 12.35pm Fri 
21 Dec 2018 

 School returns 8.45 am 
Mon 7 Jan 2019 

 Prelims begin Mon14-Fri 
25 Jan 2019 

 P7 ‘Teach the Parents’  
7-9pm Tues 29 Jan 2019 

 Career Learner Pathway 
event Thurs 7 Feb 2019 

 Feb mid term Mon 13 -
Wed 20 Feb 2019.  Pupils 
return Thurs 21 Feb 2019 

 Senior Phase (S4-6) 
Parents Meeting Wed 6 
Mar/Mon 11 Mar 2019 

 Eater Holidays -  Mon 8 
Apr - Mon 22 Apr 2019 
Pupils return Tues 23 Apr 
2019 
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We are aware that there 
have been several flu/
sickness bugs around 
recently with a number 
of pupils and staff  
affected.  A reminder 

please, parents are 
asked to phone school 
as soon as possible in 
the morning to inform us 
of a pupil being absent.  
This helps to keep  

accurate registers and 
avoids any unnecessary 
text alerts being sent 
home. 
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Absence 

School Closures  

 School 
information line 
08005642272 
Nairn Academy 
pin 042700 

 MFR broadcasts 

 Facebook 

 Highland Council 
School Closures  
Website. 

 

intimate a closure: 

 School information 
line 08005642272 
Nairn Academy pin 
042700 

 MFR broadcasts 

 Facebook 

 Highland Council 
School Closures  
Website. 

Please keep a note to 
hand of adverse weather 
numbers (fuller  
information to follow).  
We will make all efforts 
to keep the school open 
but in the case we have 
to close the school we 
will use the following to 

Adverse weather 

Christmas parties/dances  

Plans are well underway for our festive parties.  Details are as follows: 
 
S1-S3 Thursday 13 December 7.00 - 10.00pm 
 Tickets cost £3.50 and will be available from reception at lunchtimes  
 (3 December onwards).  Pupils are only allowed to buy their own ticket 
 plus they must be in school on 13 December (unless we have notes for 
 appointments in advance). 

S4-S6 Thursday 20 December 2018 
 S4 7.30 pm - 10.00 pm £5.00 
 S5 7.00 pm - 10.00 pm £17.00 (dinner/dance) 
 S6 6.30 pm - 10.00 pm £17.00 (dinner/dance) 

Senior pupils (S5/S6) will also receive a letter nearer the time regarding  
arrangements for Friday 21 December.  As with S1-S3, all senior pupils are  
expected in classes as normal on Thursday 20 December. 

Manson also spent time 
in the afternoon talking 
to pupils and staff at 
Nairn Academy.  The 
many successes at the 
school were shared as 
well as the need for a 
new building which 

would further enhance 
the pupil experience in 
school 
 

Members of our Parent 
Council joined the public 
meeting in the  
Community Centre, on 
28 November to meet 
with our new Chief  
Executive at Highland 
Council.  Ms Donna 

Parent Council  

Friends of Nairn 
Academy 
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Despite numerous  
reminders, we are aware 
that some pupils are still 
not wearing their seat 
belts when travelling on 
the school buses to and 
from school.  As well as 
being a legal  
requirement, the wearing 

of seat belts is also a 
safety measure to ensure 
pupils welfare on the 
bus.  As young adults, 
pupils must take  
responsibility for this.  
They should not need 
reminders as the  
wearing of seat belts 

should be routine and a 
habit every time they 
are in a car or bus.  We 
would appreciate 
parent/carers please en-
forcing this at home. 

School transport 

We have recently,  
introduced some new 
green ‘buckets’ in social 
areas.  These are more 
visible and used to dis-
pose of plastic bottles, 
cans and juice cartons.  
If pupils use these bins 
for plastic and cans, we 
are able to quickly  
recycle in the larger blue 
bins to help the Council 
recycle uplifts. 

We are very pleased 
that this new system is 
working very well with 
pupils making an effort 
to not only use bins but 
support our recycling 
efforts.  Thank you and 

keep up the great work. 

Despite this success, it is 
however, very  
disappointing to note 
the significant litter still 
evident along Duncan 
Drive and particularly in 
the canteen after 
lunchtime.  This clearly 
creates a very poor im-
pression in the local 
community with our 
neighbours.  There are 
bins along the route as 
well as several at the 
front entrance to the 
school.  The litter not 
only creates a negative 
picture of the school but 
it also attracts seagulls 

to the school grounds. 

We do appreciate the 
vast majority of pupils 
do dispose of rubbish 
responsibly.  We do 
need EVERYONE as  
responsible citizens to 
take pride in the school 
and local area.  Please 
highlight this issue at 
home.  Our S1 pupils 
are looking at this topic 
in our NOW (Nairn One 
World) course.  Thank 
you to parent/carers for 
their support with this. 

Litter/recycling … some good and bad news  

Recent achievements at the Nairn Area Sports 
Council Awards 

Delighted that a number of pupils (and parents) were acknowledged for their input 
to sport. 

Brooke Laurie (S6) Sportsperson of the Year 
Callum Scott (S4) Secondary Boy of the Year 
Bethany Thomas (just left school) joint Secondary Girl of the Year 
Summer Elliot Junior Girl of the Year 
Mrs Scott (parent) Service to Sport for volunteering work  with 
 local Swimming Club. 
Lana Munro (S1) award for involvement in community fund
 raising on behalf of British Heart Foundation. 

Seat belts 

Litter  
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It is almost a year now 
since Andrea Mackenzie 
joined us as our new 
Active Schools  
Coordinator.  We asked 
her a few questions 
about her role and how 
she is finding the job at 
Nairn Academy. 

What attracted you to 
the ASC post at Nairn 
Academy? 
I spent two years as an 
Active Schools  
Coordinator with Moray 
Council and loved the 
job but I stay in  
Ardersier, so I was  
delighted at the prospect 
of making an impact in 
my own community. I’ve 
truly loved my first 10 
months here and I’m 
grateful to have been 
welcomed with open 
arms by so many.   
 
What are the highlights 
of the post? 
Working closely with 
Sports Leaders has been 
very rewarding. The 
quality of leadership 
here at Nairn Academy 
is outstanding and I’m 
continually blown away 
with the level of  
dedication among our 
team of Sports Leaders. 
I worked closely with 
about 15 Sports Leaders 
during our Nairn  
Summer Sports Camp 
for 5-12 year olds, 
which was such fun. 
Three Nairn Academy 
Sports Leaders (and 
three who’ve left) were 
recently awarded gold 
hoodies for over 500 
volunteer leadership 
hours, which makes me 

so proud even though I 
haven’t been alongside 
them for most of their 
leadership journey. It’s 
been a pleasure getting 
to know new and  
experienced Sports  
Leaders better through 
delivering a Sports  
Leaders UK I Can Lead 
course last month to 
help them develop  
leadership skills. 
 
What are your goals for 
the post here/what 
would you like to see 
further developed in the 
school/community? 
This session I’ve  
introduced 7 new clubs, 
and after the holidays 
I’m launching a contest 
whereby each time you 
attend a club your name 
goes into a draw to win 
a session for 2 at  
Inverness Cart Raceway. 
I’m currently developing 
fun new clubs with zorb 
balls, bubble football 
and sumo suits to keep 
things interesting! I’ve 
also helped deploy 27 
Sports Leaders in  
primary and secondary 
clubs since August,  
either leading or  
assisting with sessions, 
and will look deploy 
more in the new year.  
I’m working with  
Community Sports Hub 
Officer, Donald Hall, and 
the PE Department to 
bring another School 
Sports Fair to Nairn 
Academy in June to  
further showcase the 
range of opportunities 
available with local 
sports clubs. After the 
holidays I’ll also focus 

on assisting the PE  
Department and our two 
Young Ambassadors in 
applying for a sport 
Scotland School Sport 
Award.  
 
What interests do you 
have outside of work? 
I love music – Gilles  
Peterson’s Radio 6 show 
is a favourite – and  
rifling through record 
shops.  
 
Getting outdoors with 
my family to mountain  
bike, ski, garden, or just 
walk in the woods. I’m a 
devotee of the Tracy 
Anderson Method and  
yoga, which seem to fit 
best with mum/work life  
balance. Before kids I 
did a lot of camping and  
canoe tripping in  
Canada, and we’re  
looking forward to  
taking the kids on an 
adventure this summer. 
A good injection of  
culture reinvigorates me 
– art, the Fringe  
Festival, live music. And 
this time of year I crave 
curling up by the fire 
with a good book, and 
cooking for friends and 
family.  

Active Schools - special feature 
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Benjamin and Ashleigh 
were runners up in the  
U-16 Mixed Doubles 
 
All players have  
qualified for the Scottish 
Finals which will be  
contested in Perth on 
9th & 10th of March. 
 
BASKETBALL 
Edward Ness has been 
awarded Shell Twilight 
Basketball Ambassador 
of the Month. From day 
one in the programme, 
he has stepped up to the 
role leading sessions at 
Nairn Academy for S1-
S6 pupils. He has also 
been helping to coach 
P4-P7 pupils in Active 
Schools sessions at  
Rosebank Primary for 
three terms now. In  
addition, Edward  
completed his  
Community Achievement 
Award, 60 volunteer 
hours, very quickly due 
his enthusiasm for  
basketball.  

Young Ambassador 
of the month for  
October! Lauren,  
Nairn Academy, S4 
Making an impact is 
Lauren's key goal as a 
Young Ambassador. She 
feels that peer pressure 
can be a hard thing to 
overcome and getting 
everyone involved  
requires strength and 
motivation. Being able 
to say 'I want to do this, 
this is me' without  
worrying about what 
others think is what  
Lauren aims to get 

across in her school. 
 
She believes that being 
approachable is a huge 
help as getting to know 
the pupils in your school 
is incredibly important. 
You want to be not only 
an official representative 
but also a friend they can 
come to for help and  
advice.  

Lauren and her YA  
partner prepared a sport 
fair for S1 and S2  
students in their  
Academy. Different clubs 
and sporting  
organisations talked to 
pupils, showcasing what's 
available and give them 
the opportunity to try it 
out. It was a huge  
success. It involved many 
of the local sport clubs 
doing tester sessions 
which proved  
encouraging, as they all 
noticed an increase in 
sign ups afterwards.  

In the upcoming term, 
Lauren wants to show her 
fellow pupils that being a 
sport leader is not just 
about different coloured 
hoodies and badges, it's 
about acquiring different 
skills that will prove  
useful in all aspects of 
your life, and about  
making yourself proud of 
your achievements and 
achievements of others. 

Well done Lauren! 

GOLDEN HOODIES 
These Nairn Academy 
Sports Leaders are  
GOLDEN! Bryanne Ford, 
Lauren James, Sophie 
Dudley, Corrie Bell and  
Benjamin Dudley have 
each dedicated over 500 
volunteer hours to the 
Leadership Programme, 
and were awarded with 
the new, coveted GOLD 
HOODIE at the Choose 
To Lead residential  
leadership conference at 
the Newton Hotel in 
Nairn on the weekend of 
16Nov. Elizabeth  
McDonald, Leadership 
Development Officer, 
and Andrea Mackenzie,  
Nairn Active Schools 
Coordinator, couldn’t be 
prouder of them all – 
they are a huge asset to 
the Leadership  
Programme. If you’re  
interested in joining the 
programme, please see 
Andrea Mackenzie in the  
PE Department to find 
out more.  
 
BADMINTON 
CONGRATULATIONS 
and well done to Nairn 
Academy pupils  
Benjamin Dudley,  
Breanna Jack, William 
Nicol and Ashleigh  
Wilson on their success 
at the recent Highland 
Area Qualifying  
Badminton Tournament. 
 
Benjamin and William 
won the U-16 Boys  
Double 
 
Breanna and Ashleigh 
were runners up in the  
U-16 Girls Double 

Recent Active Schools news 

Sports Leaders 

Badminton 
Competition 

Basketball 
Ambassador of 
Month Edward Ness 

Young Ambassador 
of Month 
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currently updating the 
school website.  We 
would be interested in 
any feedback/
suggestions from parents 
on what information to 
include on the website 
as well as how  
accessible it is for  
parents.  Please email 

We continue to post 
school/news/successes/
events etc. regularly on 
our school blog and  
Facebook.  School  
website: 
www.nairnacademy. 
wordpress.com 

Please note we are  

any suggestions to 
nairn.academy 
@highland.gov.uk 

May I take this oppor-
tunity to wish you all an 
enjoyable festive break.  
We welcome pupils back 
on Monday 7 January 
2019. 

School News 

Nairn Academy News 

 Well done to Emily Darge S1 who won with her Aromatic Beef Noodle 
Soup.    Emily will now go onto the next stage in Inverness in January.  

Home Economics - Future Chef Competition 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contacting the School 
Please note there are several ways 
to contact the school.  If you phone 
reception, Office Staff will take a 
message for a teacher to call you 
back at their earliest convenience.  
Please note that Guidance and    
Senior Staff are now more class 
committed so not immediately    
available.  If you wish to arrange a 
meeting with staff please phone or 
email -
nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk 
Thank you. 
 

Nairn Academy 
01667 453700 
nairn.academy@ 
highland.gov.uk 

Nairn Academy 
Duncan Drive  
Nairn 
IV12 4RD 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 
 

We’re on the 
Web! 
https://nairn 
academy.word
press.com 
https://en-gb. 
facebook.com/
Nairn-
Academy 

 S1-S3 Christmas Dance 7-10pm Thursday 13 December 2018 
 Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 20 December 2018  

Senior Dance S4-S6 7-10pmThursday 20 December 2018 
 School closes for holidays  Friday 21 December 2018 at 12.35pm 
 School returns for term 3 Monday 7 January 2019 8.45am 
 S1 Tracking Report Issued Friday 11 January 2019 
 Prelims begin Mon 14 - Fri 25 January 2019 
 S2/3 Course Choice Info Issued Monday 21 January 2019  
 S2 Reports Issued Friday 25 January 2019 
 P7 ‘Teach the Parents’ 7pm-9pm Tuesday 29 January 2019  

 (event for P7 parents) 
 S3 Reports Issued  Wednesday 6 February 2019 
 Hospitality Event Thursday 7 February 2019  

Career/Learner Pathway event Thursday 7 February 2019 6.30-8.30pm 
 February mid term  school closed to pupils Monday 13   

 February - Wednesday 20 February 
 inclusive pupils return on Thursday  21 
 February 2019. 

 Senior Phase (S4-S6) Parents meetings Wednesday 6 March and/or Monday 
 11 March 2019 

 Easter Holidays Mon 8 April - Mon 22 April 2019 
 (inclusive).  Pupils return on Tuesday 23 
 April 2019 

 

 

Diary dates 

Dates for your 
diary 


