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Dates for your diary 
 

School reopens 

Monday 6th January 
 

Senior Phase Prelims                    

begin Monday 13th January  - 

end Friday 24th January 
 

S2/S3 Choice Form                              

Issued to pupils                               

Monday 20th January 

  

Senior Phase Choice Form 

Issued to pupils                               

Monday 27h January 
 

Teach the Parents 

Tuesday 28th January 
 

S2/S3 Reports Sent home 

Friday 31st January 
 

Career/Learner Pathway 

Thursday 6th February 

  

S2/S3 Choice Form       

Submission deadline                      

Friday 7th February 
 

Senior Phase Prelim Results  

Sent home                                             

Friday 14th February 
 

Mid Term Holiday  

Monday 17th February and 

Tuesday 18th February 
 

Staff Inset Day 

Wednesday 19th February 
 

S2 Options Guidance             

Interviews 

 Start Monday 24th February  
 

Senior Phase Parents Meeting 

Wednesday 26th and                  

Thursday 27th February 
 

Senior Phase Choice Form 

Submission deadline                   

Friday 6th March 
 

College Application                        

Submission deadline 

Monday 9th March 
 

School Closes                              

Friday 27th March 

 

 

Term 2 - December 2019 

Head Teachers Note 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

What a term it has been.  This last eight weeks have flown by with lots going 

on and many pupil achievements to celebrate here at Nairn Academy.  

The dark mornings and evenings have done nothing to stop our young   

people getting involved in school and extra-curricular activities, so sit back, 

get cosy, relax and enjoy reading about what has been going on this term. 

 

We continue to work hard on our focus theme of respect with many         

developments across our school community helping our school to flourish 

and thrive.  Our Equalities Forum continue to make massive strides in their 

work, shaping policy here at Nairn Academy and in other schools across 

Highland and Scotland.  Recently producing a teacher support guide to 

LGBTQ+ and an accompanying short film, both were unveiled at our recent 

inset day with teachers hearing from the group as how best to support our 

LGBTQ+ young people. The film comprised of stark statistics and hard hitting 

information that certainly gave us a clear message that there is much work 

to be done to ensure we have an equitable school community.  News of 

this resource on Twitter had other schools across the country asking us to 

share the groups work to support them similarly.  I am hugely proud of our 

young people and their continued commitment to making our schools safer 

for all young people which continues to be innovative and inspiring, paving 

the way for change. 

More recently our Santa Run welcomed pupils across the Nairn ASG to 

come together for MFR Cash for Kids.  Pupils and staff from Auldearn,      

Cawdor, Millbank and Rosebank Primaries joined our Nairn Academy pupils 

and staff to run through Nairn in their festive gear.  It was amazing to see 

our wider school community unite for such a great cause and thankfully the 

weather held out on the day!  Thanks must go to Davie Hay and Sarah 

Abenheimer for their meticulous organisation. What a great                       

atmosphere on the day and some amazing outfits - well done everyone 

involved!   

 

The year ahead promises to be very busy with a number of events in the 

school calendar for us all to come together and support our young people 

further.  Any parent of our Senior Phase pupils will be aware that they will 

soon be undertaking their prelim exams.  Preparation is hugely important 

and the partnership between school and home is crucial to their success.  I 

know all will be working hard in the coming weeks, but we must also ensure 

they take time to relax and recharge before the term ahead. 

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff for their          

continued support and hard work over the last term.  The commitment of 

our staff to offer our young people some amazing experiences and           

opportunities certainly makes for a busy school and I am truly grateful. 

 

Can I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and my best wishes for 2020. 
 

Alan Bruce,   

Acting Head Teacher 



Public Speaking Award 

Mariah Weller (pictured above), recently brought 

home the Roger Hoskins Speechmaking Award 

from the Rotary Club of Inverness and Culloden 

event.  Mariah presented a well reasoned and    

detailed talk on her ‘Biggest Fear for the Future’.    

We are immensely proud of Mariah's achievement 

and success. 

Women’s Aid Showcase 

This year, the Graphic Communication pupils were 

commissioned to design and develop a leaflet to 

promote the services of Inverness Women’s Aid.  

The target market for the leaflet was teenagers 

who may be affected by   domestic violence 

across the Inverness and Nairn area.  This particular 

experience has been fantastic at showing the   

challenges and expectations that are associated 

when working with a company, providing pupils 

with a real life insight into a potential employment 

field. 

After a pupil vote and discussions between the D&T 

department and Inverness Women's Aid, we are 

delighted to announce that Skye's design was  

chosen to be produced into an official leaflet for 

the charity.   

Skye will now work alongside Women's Aid and the 

D&T department to develop and refine her design.  

A huge well done to Skye and the rest of the Higher 

Graphic Communication class! 

FANS Youth Film Festival Award 

Rowan Henderson (S6) recently had success in the world of movie 

making winning the FANS Youth Film Festival Award in the ‘Films for 

the Future’ Challenge. 

Rowan’s topical and relevant film “The Nairn Climate Strikers” saw 

off the competition to achieve the top prize.   

Although Rowan was unable to attend the awards ceremony in   

Edinburgh he is a worthy winner of the trophy and cheque to invest 

in more equipment. 

The video will be screened all around the world at other Youth Film 

festivals and more locally Nairn Cinema wants to show it as a                   

preview at their monthly film presentations. 

 

This is such a great achievement and we are all very proud of        

Rowan’s accomplishment—a budding career in film beacons! 

SSBU Badminton 

In late November a number of pupils managed to 

qualify for the semi-finals of the Highland             

Secondary Schools SSBU Badminton Tournament.  

All finalists and semi-finalists have secured a place 

in the Scottish Schools Competition which will be 

held in Perth on Saturday 7th March 2020. 



Nairn Book and Arts Festival 
Some of our S3 pupils achieved success as they 

took part in the Nairn Book and Arts Festival             

E-banner Header Competition.  

NOSS Debating Champions 

Rhianna Logie and Molly Watt proudly 

continued our tradition of debating     

success recently as they took part in the 

NOSS debating finals at St. Margaret’s 

School in Aberdeen. Competing against 

other schools from the North of Scotland 

they were able to debate the motion on 

‘This House believes  democracy is just an 

illusion.’ Shortly after this brilliant display 

there was no rest as Rhianna was 

whisked away to the Scottish Parliament 

Debating chamber in Edinburgh to       

participate in the St. Andrew’s Day       

Competition with other young people 

from across Scotland.  A huge thank you 

to Dr Kinghorn for her time, support and 

guidance of all our young debaters in 

leading them to success. 

Bethany Thomas has 

a c h i e v e d  m o r e                       

Synchronised Swimming 

success by passing her 

Level 1 course which 

qualifies her to be a level 

1 Synchro Coach.   

This really is an amazing 

achievement for Bethany 

and shows a high level of                         

c o m m i t m e n t  t o                      

developing in other               

aspects of her chosen 

sport.                               

Synchro Coach Qualification 

FilmG 

FilmG’s High Schools Film competition has kicked 

off once more, with Nairn Academy taking part 

alongside secondary schools all over                   

Scotland. Ruth Hamilton, Eric Ness, Kira Nicol and 

Eva Wiseman had two days’ support from the 

team of FilmG tutors, one day’s filming and a      

second day to edit their footage.   

The various films will be uploaded in January where 

the public can then vote for their winner.  There 

are various categories such as best film, best              

Gaelic script, best performance and best director 

with prizes for each category. For further details 

and updates please see FilmG website below 

http://filmg.co.uk/en/news/filmg2020#  

Joanna Smart (pictured 

left) had the winning    

des ign w ith  Beth         

Macdonald achieving 

2nd place, Joe Mac-

pherson in 3rd place,              

Charlotte Lyons in 4th 

and Eric Ness in 5th 

place.  Eva Thompson 

and Veyatie Astley were  

highly commended for 

their designs also. Well 

done to everyone who 

took part. 
Hannah Platt (pictured 

r i g h t )  a c h i e v e d             

success with the winning 

design in the Hand-made 

Book Competition with 

‘ B i r d  S u m m o n s . ’                          

In second place were Lily,     

Lana, Rose, Ruth, Mairi, 

Millie and Shannon with a 

group effort for ‘Six Black 

Candles’ and Matthew 

Woodward in 3rd place 

with ‘The Life of a Cow.’ 

Rhianna and Molly proudly display their winners trophy  

Senior Phase Prelims 

After the Christmas break our S4, S5 and S6 pupils 

will have one week back before they commence 

their Prelim exams.  For S4 pupils this will be their first 

experience of an exam. 

The exams run from Monday 13th January until     

Friday 24th January.  We wish our pupils well and 

hope they are making good progress with their 

preparations. 

Young Writers Poetry Competition 

In late October 23 of our S3 pupils had their poems 

entered for the Young Writers Competition.   

Entitled ‘Through Their Eyes’, writing from the        

perspective of another person, 14 of those entered 

have been selected to be published.  We are so 

proud of all entries.  What a great achievement it 

must be to say you are a published poet! 

http://filmg.co.uk/en/news/filmg2020#


Pupil Consents 

Highland Council has recently revised the way 

consent data is collected and recorded. The new 

form was issued to pupils last term which will be the 

only time this information will be requested. This 

included medical and contact updates, which is 

vital to our record keeping. A number of forms 

have yet to be returned and it is essential we have 

the most up to date information.  If you require a 

replacement form please contact the school via 

email.  

Zombie Apocalypse Charity Day 

Our Senior Prefects recently organised a dress up 

day on Halloween in aid of the World Wildlife Fund. 

The Zombie Apocalypse themed day saw staff and 

pupils in some seriously scary outfits and frightening 

face paints.  With a ‘Monster Mash’ disco at 

lunchtime for S1-S3 pupils and a spooky bake sale, 

over the course of the day we successfully raised 

£388.41.  Congratulations to our Senior Prefects for 

organising this event. 

Adverse Weather Advice 

At this time of year the winter weather can be     

unpredictable and it is essential, as a school, we 

keep you up to date with information in readiness 

for changes to the weather conditions. 

Travelling to School During Adverse Weather 
It is the responsibility of parents or carers to decide 

if a pupil should attempt to travel to school, by 

transport or on foot, in adverse weather conditions. 

We encourage full attendance at school but in   

severe weather conditions the safety of our pupils is 

much more important. Parents and pupils are often 

concerned that important examinations may be 

missed, but this should not over-ride good                

judgement. We will make alternative arrangements 

for any missed examinations. 

School Information 

Each year we review our procedures for adverse 

weather closure.  Information is available on the 

school Facebook page and on the school website.  

Parents may also call 0800 564 2272 to access your 

schools’ information. Please note, you will need the 

unique pin number for our school which is 04 2700. 

Once information has been updated this will also 

be available on the Highland Council website,    

Facebook page and via Twitter as well as on local 

radio stations. 

Please ensure you access this information should 

you have any queries about our school opening in 

severe weather conditions. 

S1 Pantomime Trip 

As part of our BGE drama course, our S1 pupils     

enjoyed a trip to Eden Court in the run up to the 

festive period to immerse themselves in the classic 

tale of Beauty and the Beast.   

The matinee performance on the 17th December 

was enjoyed by all pupils. Thank you to Mrs        

Denovan for offering our young people this              

amazing experience, helping to get them in the 

mood for the Christmas holidays! 

Nairn Academy 

Duncan Drive, 

Nairn, 

IV12 4RD 

 

Tel: 01667 453700 

E-mail: nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk  

Staff Changes 

This term we said goodbye to Mhairi Brodie from 

our Guidance team.  Mhairi was a central feature 

in the lives of many of our pupils and we miss her 

support. Michelle Brodie has taken over from Mhairi 

in the permanent Guidance post and we wish her 

well in the role. 

At Christmas we say goodbye to Brain McWhirr our 

Science Technician.  Brian has been at Nairn     

Academy for 25 years supporting and assisting staff 

and pupils in Science as well as the extra-curricular 

chess club he has run.  We wish him well for his             

retirement, he will be greatly missed. 

Robert Moore, from the Facilities Management 

Team has been at Nairn Academy for the last year 

and is sadly moving on to Milton of Leys Primary.  

Robert has always been helpful and supportive in 

ensuring the smooth running of the school.  We wish 

him well at his new school. 


